
Albion Road – On-Street Parking 

1.1.1 There are parking restrictions in force along the northern section of Albion Road.  Single yellow 

line parking restrictions (which restrict waiting on Monday to Friday between 11:00 and 11:30) 

are present on the eastern and western side of Albion Road between the B2079 High Street / 

Howlands Way junction and Roundel Way.  Double yellow lines which restrict parking at any 

time are around the Sutton Forge/Albion Road junction. To the south of Stanleys petrol station, 

there are no on-street parking restrictions.  

1.1.2 Parking beat surveys have been undertaken along Albion Road on Thursday 1st October and 

Saturday 3rd October 2020.  At the time of the survey, Kent was placed in a ‘medium’ covid tier; 

restriction prevented mixing with more than 6 people in or outside, all shops were open, all 

schools were open, and people were advised to work from home where possible.  Therefore, 

the parking surveys are robust.  

1.1.3 Snapshot surveys were undertaken every hour between 04:00 and 20:00 on both days.   The 

extent of the survey area is shown on Image 1.  

Image 1: Parking Beat Survey Extent  

 



1.1.4 Plans showing the extent and location of on-street parking observed during each snapshot 

survey are provided at Appendix 1 and the results are summarised in Table 1.   

 
Table 1: Summary of Observed On-Street Parking - Albion Road 

Time Thursday 1st October  Saturday 3rd October  

04:00 7 8 

05:00 7 8 

06:00 7 8 

07:00 5 8 

08:00 4 9 

09:00 6 9 

10:00 5 10 

11:00 5 9 

12:00 7 11 

13:00 6 12 

14:00 3 8 

15:00 3 10 

16:00 1 6 

17:00 4 8 

18:00 7 12 

19:00 10 15 

20:00 9 15 

 

1.1.5 The results showed that there were between 1 and 15 cars parked on Albion Road during the 

survey periods.  Some on-street parking is quite typical of roads throughout Marden and the 

remainder of Kent. Indeed, parking is a key function of many residential roads (Manual for 

Streets paragraph 8.1.1), and it can assist in slowing vehicle speeds. 



1.1.6 During the traditional weekday (Thursday) morning peak hour (08:00 – 09:00) and during the 

afternoon / evening peak hour (16:00 -17:00 and 17:00 - 18:00) there were only 4 vehicles 

parked on-street along Albion Road.   The on-street parking along Albion Road is therefore 

limited during the busiest traffic flow periods of a weekday. There is sufficient space for a large 

vehicle such as a refuse vehicle routing along Albion Road to pass parked cars and Albion Road 

also affords good forward visibility.  So in the event that a driver does have to give way to 

another vehicle routing in the opposite direction, it is possible to see oncoming traffic and wait 

in a suitable location.  Albion Road operates with ample capacity (existing peak hour traffic flows 

of circa 176-202 two-way movements along Albion Road in the vicinity of the site frontage.   

(this equates to around 3 vehicle movements per minute during the busiest periods of the day),     

future (2028 with development) peak hour traffic flows  of around 232 – 261 vehicles in a 

weekday peak hour which equates to only around 4 vehicles per minute during the busiest 

periods) - there are suitable ‘gaps’ in the traffic to enable vehicles to pass, the likelihood of 

meeting an oncoming vehicle is low so there is negligible queuing and delay for traffic along 

Albion Road.  

1.1.7 The peak weekday on-street parking period occurred at 19:00 with 10 vehicles parked on-street 

along Albion Road.   Even during the busiest period of weekday on-street parking along Albion 

Road (occurring at 19:00) there is sufficient space for a large vehicle to pass the parked cars.  

Between 19:00 – 20:00, Albion Road has a future two-way traffic flow of only around two vehicle 

movements per minute and as such operates with ample capacity, with suitable ‘gaps’ in the 

traffic to enable vehicles to pass. The likelihood of meeting an oncoming vehicle during this 

time is small, as such there is negligible queuing and delay for traffic along Albion Road.  

1.1.8 During the Saturday, the peak on-street parking occurred on a Saturday evening at around 

19:00 and 20:00, with 15 vehicles recorded.   Across a Saturday, there remains sufficient space 

for vehicles routing along Albion Road to pass parked cars and Albion Road also affords good 

forward visibility so in the event that a driver does have to give way to another vehicle routing 

in the opposite direction, it is possible to see oncoming traffic and wait in a suitable location.  

During the busiest parking period on a Saturday (19:00 – 21:00) future two way flows along 

Albion Road are low (less than two vehicles every minute) - there are suitable ‘gaps’ in the traffic 

to enable vehicles to pass, the likelihood of meeting an oncoming vehicle is low so there is 

negligible queuing and delay for traffic along Albion Road.  

1.1.9 Furthermore, the presence of on-street parking acts as a speed reducing feature along Albion 

Road thus keeping vehicle speeds and subsequently stopping sight distances low so vehicles 

can wait and pass safely.  



1.1.10 In summary, it is recognised that there is some on-street parking along Albion Road north of 

the site, however Albion Road is relatively lightly trafficked and operates acceptably, safely and 

well within capacity. 



Appendix 1 Parking Survey Results 
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